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In Hamlin, there was once a 

great plague. The many rats 

ate what little bread there 

was, and this caused the 

citizens huge distress.



Day in, day out, the Town 

Council held meetings, seeking 

someone to save them.

A reward of gold and silver 

was promised to any stranger 

offering salvation.



Thereupon a strange man in 

brightly coloured clothes 

appeared.  Playing his pipe, 

he assembled the countless 

rats and mice and promptly 

drowned them in the river. 



The council refused to pay 

the promised dum, claiming 

that it had all happened too 

easily and that the piper 

played the devil's tune.



At this the stranger uttered a 

bitter curse: I will bring “
great suffering upon you; you 

have broken your word, so 

now I will take away what 

is dearest to you.”



The piper left and, playing 

on his pipe again, a hundred 

children of the town gathered 

about him.  From that day 

on, to the great dismay & 

distress of their parents, the 

children were lost for ever.



Notgeld is German 'emergency 
currency', a form of currency which was 

issued during and just after wartime 
when the German economy collapsed 

and hyperinflation rendered 'real' money 
effectively worthless.  Notgeld was 
issued by private sponsors or local 

banks and building societies, therefore 
different Notgeld was available in 
different regions of Germany.  The 

Notgeld pictured within these pages was 
issued by the town of Hamelin in 1921, 
and tells the familiar tale of the Pied 
Piper.  Although the pictures clearly 

illustrate the key scenes from the story, 
huge thanks to my parents for kindly 
translating the words and making far 
more sense than Google Translate!
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